JOHN  SCATCHARD                                    CHESTER AND DELAWARE COUNTIES

JOHN SCATCHARD, a substantial and prosperous agriculturist of New London township , Chester county, Pennsylvania, where he has served in various important political offices, and is a highly esteemed and useful citizen, was born in Yorkshire, England in 1835, the son of Joseph B. and Betty (Heap) Scatchard.

     Joseph B. Scatchard (father) was also a native of England, his birth occurring there in the year 1808.  After obtaining a practical education in the common schools of his native county, Mr. Scatchard entered a woolen goods manufactory where he thoroughly acquired the trade in all its branches.  In 1841, having decided that the new world offered better opportunities for a successful business career, he emigrated from his native land, and two years later his family set sail on the ship “Hibernia.”  He took up his residence in Trenton, NJ, engaged in the manufacturing business, but the same year decided to remove to Brandywine township, Chester county, PA where he entered an  extensive woolen mill.  He operated there until 1850 when he rented the Rhinehart Woolen Mills in East Coventry township, Chester county, which he conducted for three years.  At the expiration of this period of time he located in Lower Merion township, Montgomery county, PA, where he engaged in the same line of industry until 1855, when he purchased the Rhinehart Woolen Mills  which he operated until 1865, when he purchased the Germantown Woolen Mills, and he remained proprietor of this plant up to the time of his decease, which occurred in 1872.
     In 1827 Joseph B. Scatchard was united in marriage to Bettty Heap, a native of Yorkshire county, UK, and the following named children were born to them:  William, who married Mary Ann Rhinehart, and they are the parents of two children.  Benjamin died in early life, George, who married Anna Whitehead, and four children have been the issue of this union.  Elizabeth, wife of Hiram Hoffman, and one child has been born to them.  Joseph B. Jr. who married Annie Ladley, and they are the parents of four children.   Henry F. who married Lucy Bonser, and five children have been born to them.   Sarah H. who died early in life.  Anna, wife of Robert Cartlidge, and mother of six children.  Ellen, wife of George Grayson.  Lydia, deceased, who was the wife of George Grayson previously, and had six children.   John, our subject, and four other children, all of whom died early in infancy.  The mother of these children survived her husband six years, her death occurring in 1878.

     The educational advantages enjoyed by John Scatchard were obtained partly in the schools of his native county of Yorkshire, UK, and partly in East Coventry township, Chester county, PA, whiter his parents removed when he was a young boy.  His early business career was spent in the various manufactories operated by his father; later he learned the engraving trade and after becoming efficient in this branch of industry, he secured employment in the city of Philadelphia, where he remained for five years.  In 1878 Mr. Scatchard purchased his present home in New London township, Chester county, consisting of one hundred and one acres of productive land, a portion of the Conard estate, where he now conducts a general dairy farm of twenty head of carefully selected cows.  By closely adhering to legitimate business methods, Mr. Scatchard has achieved a large degree of success in this undertaking and has acquired a comfortable competence for his declining years.  He has always been loyal to the interests of his adopted country, enlisting in the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth volunteer Pennsylvania Regiment, which was under the command of Colonel Alex McClure, in 1863.  His regiment was not called to the front but served on picket duty at Gettysburg, and the same year of his enlistment he received an honorable discharge from the service of the United States.  Mr. Scatchard is a Republican in politics, and has served his township in the capacity of judge, supervisor, school director and auditor.  He is a member of the Masonic Order of Pottstown, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and the Knights of the Golden Eagle.

   In 1863 was solemnized the marriage of John Scatchard and Lydia Ann Brooke, a daughter of William and Lydia (Boreman) Brooke, of Montgomery county, PA.  Their children are:  J. Burdette, who married Elizabeth Jacobs; W. Brooke died in childhood; Grant, died in early life; Garfield, died in childhood; Ellen died at an early age; Edwin N. who married Florence Pennock; Elizabeth, wife of Elmer G. Pierce and they are the parents of one child;  Alice, unmarried;  J. Brooke, unmarried; May, wife of Howard Morris and mother of one child; and Hiram, who died at an early age.  Mr. Scatchard and his family are members of the Baptist Church and they take a deep and active interest in the work of the various societies connected with it.                      
