                                WHAT  TYPE OF COUSIN ARE YOU?

The Webster's Dictionary defines cousin as "the son or daughter of an aunt or uncle; one related by descent in a diverging line from a known common ancestor".    Consider the following rules of thumb:

FIRST COUSINS share a grandparent in common.
SECOND COUSINS share a great-grandparent in common.
THIRD COUSINS share a great-great-grandparent in common.
And so on.

In other words, the first, second, third, etc., cousin designation tells you how many generations you have to go back in order to get to the generational level which shares grand parents.     Start counting back with your GRAND PARENTS.
The next level is the "removed" designation.  If your cousin is not the same number of generations away from your common ancestor, "removed" indicates how many generations difference there is between their levels of descent from the common ancestor and yours.  

